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N A T I O N A L  B I B L I O G R A P H Y
Despite the publication  som e six years ago o f a progress report on the 
National B ibliography (N e w  Z ea land  Libraries 22:101-5 Jul 1959) 
there are reasons w hy an  up-to -date  ou tline  should  be given now — 
among them  the com pletion , last June , o f the C hecklist, cu rren t plans 
for com m encing prin ting  and  the decision to include as part o f the 
series (and  th e  w hole w ork will be in a series o f volum es) the pre- 
1890 period.
Although the though t tha t such a bib liography should be com ­
piled ante-dated m y arriva l on the lib rary  scene— sec fo r exam ple the 
1936 article in T om o rro w — the need early  becam e a challenge if 
notan ultim ate goal. T he  initial report (N .Z .L .A . D ocum ent 1 9 4 8 /4 2 ) 
on the proposal w as form ally  received a t a  m eeting o f the Book 
Resources C om m ittee  in Septem ber, 1948. It is fa ir  to  say tha t the 
Secretary o f the C om m ittee  and  com piler w as only a  degree o r  tw o 
less ignorant o f w hat such a  p ro jec t involved th an  m ost o f  the 
members. A t this point o f  tim e the standard  w ork. D r T . M. H ocken’s 
Bibliography o f  the L itera ture relating to  N ew  Zealand, was nearly  
forty years behind us, A. H . Johnstone’s S u pp lem en t to  H ocken 's  
Bibliography. . . w as 21 years old. T hey  w ere by then ou t o f p rin t 
although my purchase som e years earlie r o f both together in a  bundle 
at Bethune’s fo r the then considerable sum  o f  25s. cou ld  be taken 
as an earnest o f b ib liographical good in tention . C happ ie ’s second 
supplement, A  bibliographical brochure. . . had  been published in 
1938 and, so fa r  as I recall, w as still available.
It is a som ew hat ironic unders ta tem en t to  say th a t during the 
ensuing seventeen years a  g rea t deal happened , little o f w hich was 
conducive to  orderly  and  system atic w ork  on a  b ibliography. The 
initial decision to  s ta rt com pilation  w as an tic ipated  by the active 
help of Miss M. P. Parsons as D irec to r o f the L ibrary  School in 
encouraging L ibrary  School studen ts o f the 1946 class to  undertake  
sectional w ork as p art o f the ir b ib liographical p ro jects, w hich pattern  
was followed in term itten tly  fo r the next decade. T h e  initial burst o f 
activity from 1948 to  1950, greatly  aided by the energy and  en thus­
iasm of Mr. A. L. O lsson, was unfo rtuna te ly  follow ed by a period
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of quiescence during w hich (he first published edition of the Union 
L ist o f  Serials. . . becam e the prio rity . W ith the publication of the 
U nion L ist and later the establishm ent o f the Bibliographical Section, 
greatly  increased tim e and  effort du ring  the past decade have been 
pu t into the project a lthough only during  1964 has any permanent 
m em ber o f staff been able to  w ork  full tim e on it.
O u r conception  o f its scope and range has also changed. At first 
it was thought that the b ib liography should cover the whole period 
from  the first prin ted  reference dow n to 1950. F ortunate ly  this hope 
was quickly seen to  be too am bitious and the years from  1900 were 
given p riority  w ith em phasis on the gap betw een the end of Hocken 
and the com m encem ent o f the C opyrigh t P ublications. Then, as the 
num ber o f om issions from  H ocken becam e m ore evident and because 
both historically  and  cu ltu rally  1890 seem ed a m ore logical dividing 
year than  1900, the decision to  back-date  the b ib liography  was taken. 
M eanw hile 1950 passed and as the years slipped by it seem ed logical 
to  include in the m ain w ork the cum ulation  o f the decade of Current 
N ationa l B ibliography; hence the span 1890-1960. F inally, with the 
C hecklist behind, it was possible to re turn  w ith m ore confidence and 
justification to  the original concept o f a w ork w hich w ould cover 
the entire span from  1674 onw ards.
Printing o f the C hecklist w hich has been c ircu la ted  to  some fifteen 
N ew  Z ealand libraries com m enced in M arch 1961 and  w as completed 
in June 1964. It should be noted at this po in t tha t the printing was 
lim ited in size and no fu rth er sets are available fo r distribution. 
T he  entries w hich it contained w ere based m ainly on the holdings 
o f the N ational L ibrary  Service, A lexander T u rnbu ll L ibrary and 
G eneral A ssem bly L ibrary  w ith the holdings o f o th e r libraries, notably 
H ocken. the A uckland Institu te and M useum  and A uckland Public 
L ibrary , located th rough  the N ational U nion C atalogue and on the 
spot checking. 1 am  glad to  express once again m y g ratitude to the 
librarians of the m any libraries w ho w ere able to  arrange for the 
checking o f the lists as they w ere issued; and  also the very considerable 
assistance w hich m any rendered by sending up m aterial fo r examina­
tion w ith only the safeguard  of registered post. I should record here 
also my appreciation  o f  the facilities fo r checking given to me in 
the W ellington libraries m entioned and  the help by colleagues 
in pointing ou t om issions. F rom  all sources the C hecklist included 
ab o u t 23,000 entries to  w hich over 2.000 have been added  since.
W hen it is recalled th a t there are  3 ,500 titles in H ocken  some
indication  o f the relative size o f the tw o w orks m ay be obtained. 
It appears p robab le  tha t an o th e r 3 ,500 titles will be added for the 
period dow n to  1889.
W ithin  its defined scope the bib liography aspires to  completeness 
bu t this is a goal, a s tandard , som ething to  aim  at w hich in the 
na tu re  o f  loss and survival can  only  be app roached  a fte r  years of 
trial and labour. T he fact th a t even at th is stage unrecorded  items
are still being found in quan tity  in lib rary  acquisitions, at auction
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sales and elsew here is an ind ication  o f w hat has been missed by 
libraries in the past as well as a w arn ing  that the final b ibliography 
will certain ly  not con ta in  everything. Even so, the am oun t o f 
pamphlet m aterial included is p robably  g rea ter than  will be found 
in most overseas bibliographies o f  a com parab le  kind fo r the sam e 
period. W hile know n private holdings have been used to a lim ited 
extent one is clearly  restricted  in the main to lib rary  holdings. F o r 
example, a m arg inal category , com pany prospectuses, should be 
held com pletely in the archives o f  the C om pany 's Office. T he 
material should be there for the persistent researcher follow ing 
known clues. But a great m any prospectuses are held in libraries— all 
should be nationally— and apart from  their econom ic o r  com m erical 
interest are frequently  o f local significance. Prospectuses fo r the 
Chateau T ongariro , P erpetual F orests o r the num erous hopeful 
Kerikeri fru itlands prospects, w ith their illustrations and text, are 
key docum ents for the areas concerned. T he late decision, too, to 
include the constitu tions and rules o f societies and associations will 
mean that a g reat m any will escape the net. As a g roup  they are 
of the greatest significance in the ir respective subjects. T he  rules 
of the Parnell Book C lub fo r 1885, fo r exam ple, w hich I found 
buried in a m anuscrip t in the T urnbu ll L ibrary , reflect graphically  
the attitudes and standards o f the private subscrip tion  library  of 
the time. But both these categories w ould be excluded from  m ost 
overseas national bibliographies as well as o th er classes w hich have 
been brought in. In a m ore obvious contex t it is d isappoin ting  to 
report that, despite the C hecklist, fa r  too m any unlocated items and 
editions with double asterisks are  still required .
The wisdom of com piling  a C hecklist has been clearly dem onstrated  
not merely for its obvious purpose bu t as the foundation  fo r fu rther 
checking of b ibliographical details. F rom  som e points o f view it is 
really the “sta rt-po in t” from  w hich the bib liography is com piled. 
Editorial problem s a rc  num erous, m any are  still unsuspected , and 
those which have been encoun tered  could take a sm all book in their 
illustration. Problem s o f  au thorsh ip , and varian t editions in them ­
selves are the fascinating  com pensations for a g reat deal o f inevitable 
drudgery in routine checking and  recording. T he  w hys and  w herefores 
of the various editions o f the Im peria l A lb u m  o f  N ew  Z ealand  Scenery, 
Dinwiddie’s Old H aw ke 's  Bay and T reg ea r’s A P rem ier’s  V oyage to  
the South Sea Islands in Search o f  H ealth  a re  stories w hich b ib lio­
graphical method alone canno t entirely  resolve. Publishers’ records 
in New Zealand, alas, notably  those o f the G overnm en t P rin ter, 
seem to have gone the w ay o f m uch o f  the ir kind elsewhere.
Additions to the C hecklist will periodically  be pho toprin ted  and 
distributed to enable them  to  be interfiled w ith the m aster sequence. 
Clearly the proliferation  o f alphabets will be som ew hat frustrating  
but the list is intended only as an interim  w orking record . T he  m any 
amendments, expansions and revisions o f existing entries w hich are 
being made all the tim e will ap p ea r in the final p rin ted  form  only.
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E ntries w hich a re  located a fte r the app rop ria te  alphabetical sequence 
has gone to  the p rin te r w ill be cum ulated  in a supplementary 
sequence in the  final volum e.
R esponsibility fo r publication  has been accepted  by the Govern­
m ent P rin te r and discussions on fo rm at, type face and associated 
problem s are cu rren tly  in progress. I t is c lear tha t the work as 
a w hole w ith the pre-1890  entries and the subject and  added entry 
sequence will be in several volum es w hich will be issued over a 
period o f years bu t to  be com pleted , I m ay be perm itted to hope, 
before my retirem ent. T he entries them selves will be in alphabetical 
o rder o f au tho r, each en try  being given finally a num ber for that 
sequence o f  the alphabet. T ranscrip tion  b roadly  follow s the principles 
laid dow n in the 1941 A .L .A . R u les  w ith detailed  collation and 
anno tations w here necessary. Individual w orks u n d er personal author 
entries will be in o rd e r o f publication  o f the first edition which will 
give a conspectus o f the developm ent o f a w riter’s w ork. The trans­
crip tion  o f the title-page fo r the period 1890-1960 follows broadly 
the provisions o f  the 1941 A .L .A . R u les  except tha t in revision of 
entries, au th o r statem ents w hich th row  light on the w riter’s interest 
in o r know ledge o f the subject m atte r are  being included. Omissions 
in any case, excep t in the im prin t, a re  indicated  by ellipsis.
Problem s o f  m ain en try  are  persisten t and  harassing as they must 
be in any alphabetical b ib liography o f 25 .000 entries. Two major 
decisions have determ ined  in part the ch a rac te r o f this aspect. The 
first, happily substan tiated  by the latest d ra f t o f the Code of 
C ataloging R ules  (1963 , 1 :3 6 ) , is that w henever possible, entry 
shall be u nder personal au th o r ra th e r than  co rpo ra te  entry . The second 
princip le— a dep artu re  from  the 1941 rules but consistent with the 
new  code— is tha t in the case o f  co rp o ra te  en try  the favoured form 
o f the nam e is th a t u nder w hich the body was know n at the time 
the w ork w as published. T he  exception to the new  rule whereby 
co rpo ra te  bodies are  entered  u n d er the ir nam es ra ther than in the 
case o f institu tions u nder the place, providing th a t churches, schools 
libraries, galleries, etc. will be en tered  u nder the city o r in certain 
cases u nder the coun try , is, again , followed in the bibliography. In 
every possible case references will be given, and it was a fault in 
the C hecklist that com paratively  few had been inserted at that stage. 
O ne o f the m ajo r tasks o f editorial revision com pleted  by M rs F. A. 
D ienes in 1964 w as to  check entries against likely alternatives and 
to  provide the necessary references. T h is  has elim inated  a number 
o f duplicate  en tries and b rough t ab o u t a general schem atic  tightening 
up  o f the bib liography. T hese, like o th e r am endm ents and  revisions, 
will ap p ea r only in the final w ork. It m ay be said tha t the wide range 
o f alternative entries used by libraries for the sam e w ork is a sobering 
com m entary  on. the ca ta loguing  art and the rules w hich support it.
A question still aw aiting resolution  is th a t o f subject entries. 
D uring  m ost o f the tim e o f com pilation , at least until the commence­
m ent o f the C hecklist, subject entries w ere m ade concurren tly  with
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the main entry . It has becom e increasingly clear, how ever, tha t m any 
of the geographical headings used are inadequate, while m any of 
| the books will justify  analytics. T hese entries with the added entries 
first appearing in the alphabetical sequence will be included in the 
index volume.
The decision to include the p re-1890  section seem s a sensible one 
in the interest o f com pleteness. M ore recently there have been 
proposals for the reprin ting  of H ocken in facsim ile. Such an edition 
would find an im m ediate but lim ited dem and but w ould leave u n ­
resolved the considerable num ber o f items not in the paren t w ork 
even down to 1889. T he later sequence and  the M aori section would 
alike be redundant. A fte r m uch consideration  it has been decided 
that the transcrip tion  o f the title-page fo r this section should be lined 
off in the norm al way. A rrangem en t will, how ever, be alphabetical 
in conformity with the rest o f the b ibliography. T he scope of this 
section has still to be finally determ ined. T here  are good grounds for 
extending the 1890-1960 rules to include such m aterial as broadsides, 
periodical articles to  a specified date  and o th e r m arginal m aterial 
which has been om itted  in the la te r section.
Although it is not p lanned  to  publish this volum e until la ter in 
the programme som e prelim inary  w ork  has already been done. T hanks 
to the labours o f D r H ocken and his im m ediate successors the initial 
task of preparing a w orking C hecklist is sim ple in com parison w ith 
the more recent period. T he relevant pages o f H ocken are  being 
photocopied, from  the positives o f w hich individual en tries will be
\ mounted on slips fo r interfiling and  checking w ith supplem entary
typed entries. As fa r as possible H ocken’s anno tations will be reprinted 
in quotes with am plification o r am endm ent only w here essential.
Much thought has been given to  the problem  o f including holdings 
in the bibliography. F o r the 1890-1960 section it has been decided 
that it is not possible o r  necessary in m ost cases to  include these 
with the main entries. T he  reasons fo r this decision are com plex but 
stem in part from  the fact tha t not all N ew  Z ealand collections are
yet fully included in the U nion C atalogue, entries in the U nion
| Catalogue itself have still to be reconciled w ith the entries adopted 
for the Bibliography— a form idable task— and finally these factors 
would not have been an insuperable difficulty had library' holdings 
been sought when the C hecklist was issued. L ocations fo r items of 
known rarity can be given in the index volum e using the entry  num ber 
as a code. It is, how ever, in tended that locations will be given with 
entries for the pre-1890 titles w hich will be show n in its app rop ria te  
I Checklist.
It is hoped that the final w ork will prov ide an  adequate  approach  
to the more significant o f o u r publications and that the com paratively  
simple task of producing decennial supplem ents from  1971 on will 
become a normal and p roper responsibility o f the N ational L ibrary.
NEW ZEALAND LIBR A RIES. JlllW 1965 109
